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Surgical specialty training in Singapore is on the verge of being transformed radically, 

with the adoption of a stream-lined residency system following the USA ACGME model. 

Elsewhere in the world, radical changes have also been made, both in the adoption of 

new teaching methodologies as well as using new assessment tools and metrics to 

evaluate the specialist trainee. In this talk, an overview of the recent developments 

taking place internationally is presented, including an update on the recent changes 

implemented for the Intercollegiate MRCS postgraduate examination in the UK. The 

benefits and challenges of using the new generation evaluation tools to assess 

procedurists in training is debated and the specific relevance of such tools to a surgical 

residency programme is discussed. 

 

“The Central Mission of 
medical education is to 

improve the quality of health 
care delivered by doctors and 

we must never fail to 
remember the central role 
played by patients as the 
ultimate recipients of our 

skills—what doctors do, and 
how and when they do it, 
depends on the quality of 

medical education. We need 
to get it right”  

(Bligh & Parsell 2000) 
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